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This document contains information on the education system in Sweden. We 
explain the Dutch equivalent of the most common qualifications from Sweden  
for the purpose of admission to Dutch higher education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Disclaimer 
We assemble the information for these descriptions of education systems with the 
greatest care. However, we cannot be held responsible for the consequences of 
errors or incomplete information in this document. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
With the exception of images and illustrations, the content of this publication is 
subject to the Creative Commons Name NonCommercial 3.0 Unported licence. 
Visit www.nuffic.nl/en/home/copyright for more information on the reuse of this 
publication. 
 

http://www.nuffic.nl/en/home/copyright
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/deed.nl
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L6Kandidatexamen/                       
Bachelor’s degree
(university education)
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Masterexamen/ 
Master of Arts/
Science
(university 
education)

L7Magisterexamen/               
Master of Arts/Science
(university education)

1

0 Duration of education

L4Högskoleförberedande Examen
(senior secondary education)

3

L5Högskoleexamen
(university education)

2

L8Licenciatexamen
(university education)

2-2½ 

L8Doktorsexamen
(university education)

2

L6Yrkesexamen (grundnivå)
(university education)

3-3½ 

L7Yrkesexamen (avancerad nivå)
(university education)

4-5½ 
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 National Framework of Qualifications 

The national qualifications framework presents an overview of the structure of 
programmes and qualifications within the Swedish higher education system. 
 

 
 

Source: Certification of Sweden’s national qualification framework   
 
 

 

 

https://www.uhr.se/globalassets/_uhr.se/english/1212r-certification-swedish-nqf-eng3.pdf
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 Evaluation chart 

The left-hand column in the table below lists the most common foreign 
qualifications with corresponding levels in the European Higher Education Area  
(EHEA) and European qualifications framework. The other columns show the 
Dutch equivalent along with the corresponding levels in the Dutch and European 
qualifications frameworks. 
 

Degree or qualification and QF-EHEA level EQF 
level 

Dutch equivalent and 
NLQF level 

EQF 
level 

Högskoleförberedande Examen 
with vocational courses 

  HAVO diploma 
for the general 
education 
component  

4 4 

Högskoleförberedande Examen   HAVO or VWO 
diploma 
 

4/4+ 4 

Högskoleexamen/ 
University Diploma in … 

1st 6 2 years of HBO 
or an Associate 
Degree  

5 5 

Kandidatexamen/Bachelor’s 
degree 

1st 6 WO or HBO 
bachelor’s 
degree 

6 6 

Yrkesexamen/Professional degree 
obtained at a university 

1st/ 
2nd  

6/7 HBO bachelor’s 
degree, or a WO 
master’s degree 

6/7 6/7 

Magisterexamen/Master’s degree 2nd 7 WO or HBO 
master’s degree 

7 7 

Masterexamen/Master’s degree 2nd 7 WO or HBO 
master’s degree 

7 7 

Licenciatexamen  3rd 8 2 years of a 
doctorate 
course of study 

8 8 

 
NB 
• The information provided in the table is a general recommendation from 

which no rights may be derived.  
• EHEA-QF = Qualifications Frameworks in the European Higher Education Area. 

NLQF = Dutch Qualifications Framework. EQF = European Qualifications 
Framework. 



 Education system   | Evaluation chart   

 

Education system Sweden 

Education system Sweden | Nuffic | 2nd edition, December 2010 | version 3, October 2018 6 
 
 
 

• The EQF/NLQF level is not so much a reflection of study load or content; 
rather, it is an indication of a person’s knowledge and skills after having 
completed a certain programme of study.  

• Information about Dutch equivalent qualifications can be found on our 
website: education and diplomas the Netherlands. 

• The Cooperation Organisation for Vocational Education, Training and the 
Labour Market (SBB), evaluates statements on foreign qualifications and 
training at VMBO and MBO level. The evaluation may vary if SBB evaluates 
the diploma for admission to VET schools or the labour market in the 
Netherlands. 

  

http://www.nlqf.nl/english
https://www.nuffic.nl/en/subjects/education-and-diplomas-netherlands/
https://www.s-bb.nl/en
https://www.s-bb.nl/en
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 Introduction 

The education system of the Konungariket Sverige is regulated by national 
legislation. The Ministry of Education (Utbildningsdepartementet) is 
responsible for primary and secondary education as well as for higher 
education with a few exceptions (agriculture, in particular).  
 
The government is responsible for educational policy and largely determines the 
educational framework, including guidelines and objectives. In Sweden, 
responsibility for policy implementation and quality control concerning primary, 
secondary and adult education lies with the Swedish National Agency for 
Education (Skolverket).  
 
Responsibility for higher education was delegated to the Swedish National 
Agency for Higher Education (Högskoleverket) until 2013. On January 1st  2013, the 
operations of the Högskoleverket were moved to 2 new authorities: the Swedish 
Council for Higher Education (Universitets- och Högskolerådet, UHR) and the 
Swedish Higher Education Authority (Universitetskanslerämbetet, UKÄ).  
 
The role of the Swedish Council for Higher Education (Universitets- och 
Högskolerådet) mainly lies in monitoring the guidelines for admission to higher 
education, the evaluation of foreign academic qualifications and the promotion 
of international cooperation and academic exchange. This organization also 
serves as the new contact point for professional recognition. 
 
The responsibility of the Swedish Higher Education Authority 
(Universiteitskanslerämbetet) mainly lies in the quality evaluation of higher 
education and assessment of degree-awarding powers, as well as in the 
supervision of Swedish universities and university colleges.  
 
Although the Universitets- och Högskolerådet and the Universitetskanslerämbetet 
supervise compliance with guidelines and learning objectives, responsibility for 
the organization of the curricula has been delegated primarily to the 
municipalities and the institutions themselves, who were granted a great deal of 
autonomy after the 1993 reforms. 
 
The Swedish higher education system is the result of 3 major reforms which took 
place in 1977, 1993 and 2007. The most important changes instigated in 1977 are: 
the creation of an integrated, uniform system for all sorts of tertiary education, the 
application of a more liberal admissions policy and a broader geographic 
distribution of higher education. The most important reforms in 1993 include: the 
compilation of an entirely new Higher Education Act and Higher Education 
Ordinance, incorporating the objectives and degrees of a new system of degrees 
and diplomas, decentralization of the higher education system with increasing 



 Education system   | Evaluation chart   

 

Education system Sweden 

Education system Sweden | Nuffic | 2nd edition, December 2010 | version 3, October 2018 8 
 
 
 

autonomy at institutional level and increasing freedom for students in compiling 
individual curricula. In 2007, 3 phases of higher education programmes were 
introduced as part of the Bologna process: the undergraduate phase, the 
advanced phase and the post-master phase.  
 
In Sweden, education is compulsory for children between the ages of 6 and 16. 
The language of education is Swedish, but an increasing number of programmes, 
especially in international education, are taught in English. There are also a small 
number of schools for the Sami minorities in the north of Sweden where classes 
are taught in Sami.  
 
The academic year runs from August until June. 
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 Primary and secondary education 

Primary and secondary education in Sweden is not differentiated according to 
school type as in the Netherlands; every school must be able to administer to the 
educational needs of every student. The 12-year system is divided into two 
phases: primary education, which takes 9 years to complete and consists of what 
is referred to in the Netherlands as primary education and junior secondary 
education, and upper secondary education, which takes 3 years to complete 
and is comparable to upper secondary education in the Netherlands. The 
primary phase is taught at the compulsory school (grundskola) and upper 
secondary education is taught at gymnasia (not to be confused with the Dutch 
gymnasium). 
 
Upper secondary education 
The current organization of upper secondary education in Sweden was 
introduced initially in 1992/1993. Additional amendments date from 1996 and 
2011. As from 2011, students are able to choose from 18 3-year national 
programmes, 6 of which are primarily focused on preparation for higher 
education (indicated below with an *, 13-18). The remaining 12 programmes are 
composed of more vocational and fewer general education and preparatory 
academic subjects in comparison to the 6 programmes mentioned above. In 
several of these programmes emphasis is on vocational training, while others offer 
a more balanced curriculum of general and vocational subjects. These 
programmes generally include a 15-week work placement. More than half of all 
students in upper secondary education participates in a vocational training 
programme.  
  
The 18 national programmes are: 
1. Barn och fritidsprogrammet/Child and Recreation Programme  
2. Bygg- och Anläggningsprogrammet/Building and Construction Programme  
3. El- och Energiprogrammet/Electricity and Energy Programme  
4. Vård och omsorgsprogrammet/Health and Social Care Programme 
5. Fordons- och transportprogrammet/Vehicle and Transport Programme 
6. Handels- och administrationsprogrammet/Business and Administration 

Programme  
7. Hantverksprogrammet/Handicraft Programme  
8. Hotell- och turismprogrammet/Hotel and Tourism Programme  
9. Industritekniska programmet/Industrial Technology Programme  
10. Restaurang- och livsmedelsprogrammet/Restaurant Management and Food 

Programme 
11. VVS- och fastighetsprogrammet/HVAC and Property Maintenance 

Programme 
12. Naturbruksprogrammet/Natural Resource Use Programme  
13. Ekonomiprogrammet/Business Management and Economics Programme* 

https://nuffic.sharepoint.com/sites/departments/ov/Documents/Afdelingsprojecten/sb/d/2669/a/15035;jsessionid=1DC361A5B3189525A0D24A7DBBDD9C0F
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14. Estetiska programmet/Arts Programme*  
15. Humanistiska programmet/Humanities Programme* 
16. Naturvetenskapsprogrammet/Natural Science Programme*  
17. Samhällsvetenskapsprogrammet/Social Science Programme*  
18. Teknikprogrammet/Technology Programme* 
 
More detailed information about the content of the 18 individual programmes 
can be found on the Skolverket website (in Swedish).  
 
An important change after the 1993 reforms resulted in students being given 
much more freedom - within certain limits - in choosing their programme of 
subjects. Selection is, among other things, based on their plans for subsequent 
education. Extra-curricular practical experience can be included as part of the 
curriculum of some programmes, especially those oriented towards a specific 
profession. 
 
Credits 
The curriculum is quantified in credits (poäng) in which 1 point represents 60 
minutes of class-room teaching. The number of credits varies, depending on the 
curriculum and the period in which upper secondary education is completed. 
The number of required credits and those awarded to the student is always stated 
on the final diploma Högskoleförberedande Examen (Higher Education 
Preparatory Diploma) under the Programmets onfattning i poäng enligt: 
timeplan/scheduled programme extent; points and elevens studieplan/student’s 
syllabus headers. In addition, the certificate indicates whether this concerns a 
complete programme (Fullständigt program (F)), and extended programme 
(Utökat program (U)), or a reduced programme (Reducerat program (R)). The 
final diploma is awarded upon completion of the programme with the minimum 
number of credits. There is no final examination. 
 
Subjects 
Four different subject levels can be distinguished in upper secondary education: 
core subjects (general subjects), programme-specific subjects, orientation 
subjects and elective subjects.  
 
The 8 core subjects are: Swedish, English, mathematics, natural sciences, social 
studies, religion, physical education and nursing and visual arts. Every student is 
required to obtain 950 credits in these general subjects, regardless of the chosen 
curriculum.  
 
Programme-specific subjects are supplementary subjects taken by students in 
order to meet the requirements of the relevant national programme they aim to 
take. Students wishing to exchange a programme-specific subject for another 
subject may do so. This can result in a curriculum specifically designed to meet 

https://nuffic.sharepoint.com/sites/departments/ov/Documents/Afdelingsprojecten/sb/d/2669/a/15057;jsessionid=1DC361A5B3189525A0D24A7DBBDD9C0F
https://nuffic.sharepoint.com/sites/departments/ov/Documents/Afdelingsprojecten/sb/d/2669/a/15058;jsessionid=1DC361A5B3189525A0D24A7DBBDD9C0F
https://www.skolverket.se/undervisning/gymnasieskolan/laroplan-program-och-amnen-i-gymnasieskolan/gymnasieprogrammen
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the needs of individual students. Such adjustments to the curriculum are stated on 
the final diploma.  
 
Orientation subjects are chosen by students opting for a specific orientation 
within the curriculum. Students devote the second and third years of upper 
secondary education to orientation and elective subjects.  
 
In the study programme, a distinction is made between ämnen (subjects) and 
kurser (courses). A (core) subject can be subdivided into several courses. The 
course can vary in level from 1 (basal) to 5 (most advanced) and it sometimes 
also varies at sub-level (e.g. a to c). For example, the core subject Matematik 
(mathematics) is divided into the courses: Matematik 1a, Matematik 1b, 
Matematik 1c, Matematic 2a, Matematik 2b, Matematik 2c, Matematik 3b, 
Matematik 3c, Matematik 4 en Matematik 5.   
 
Students can only follow courses at advanced levels if they have already 
completed the courses at lower sub-levels (in this case a, b and c). Mathematics 
is one of the few subjects for which there is a course at all 5 levels. More 
information on subjects and courses is available (in Swedish) via the Skolverket 
website and the GymnasieGuiden. 
 
Adult education 
In addition to standard secondary education, Sweden offers a well-developed 
adult education system at secondary and post-secondary level, referred to as 
komvux. In addition, Sweden boasts a growing number of independent schools 
for general secondary education. An example are the Waldorfskolan, based on 
the principles of anthroposophy. The quality of the education offered by these 
independent schools is considered in Sweden to be equal to that of standard 
education. Both adult education and education at independent schools is 
recognized and subsidized, in part or in full, by the Swedish government. 
Completing secondary education at such educational institutions is sufficient for 
admission to higher education, provided the general and specific admission 
criteria for the relevant curriculum are met.  
 
Högskoleförberedande Examen (Higher Education Preparatory Diploma) 
The Högskoleförberedande Examen has been awarded since June 2014. Before 
that time, the Slutbetyg från Gymnasieskolan was awarded after completion of 
the upper secondary education. In adult education (komvux), the Slutbetyg was 
awarded until 2015 and replaced by the Gymnasieexamen. 

 
 
 
 
 

In terms of level, the Högskoleförberedande Examen is comparable to  
a VWO diploma or HAVO diploma, depending on which of  

the 18 national programmes was taken. 

https://www.skolverket.se/undervisning/gymnasieskolan/laroplan-program-och-amnen-i-gymnasieskolan/hitta-program-amnen-och-kurser-i-gymnasieskolan
https://www.skolverket.se/undervisning/gymnasieskolan/laroplan-program-och-amnen-i-gymnasieskolan/hitta-program-amnen-och-kurser-i-gymnasieskolan
https://www.gymnasieguiden.se/program
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 Admission to higher education 

With respect to higher education, a clear distinction is made in Sweden between 
general admission requirements (grundläggande behörighet) and specific 
admission requirements (särskild behörighet). General admission requirements 
must be met for admission to higher education.  

 
The Höskoleförberedande Examen of a gymnasieskolan is a general admission 
requirement. Also with the aforementioned Slutbetyg fran Gymnasieskolan (which 
was awarded until 2015) students meet the general requirements. More 
information about these requirements can be found on the website of the 
Swedish Council for Higher Education (Universitets- och Högskolerådet, UHR). 

 
Specific admission requirements apply to certain programmes of study and are 
formulated in terms of sufficient preparation in terms of subject content and/or 
working experience. A numerus clausus (‘closed number’) principle applies to all 
study programmes, meaning that there is a great deal of competition for 
placement in primarily the most popular study programmes.  
 
Selection is based on grades attained in secondary education and/or based on 
a national admissions test, the Swedish Scholastic Aptitude Test (Högskoleprovet), 
whose objective is to measure aptitude for higher education studies. This test is 
taken on a voluntary basis yet is annually taken by 75,000 students to improve 
their admission prospects. Admission is processed centrally at the National 
Admission Office to Higher Education. 
 
In most cases, a Swedish gymnasium diploma in one of the 6 curriculum areas 
focusing on preparation for Swedish higher education will be submitted for 
admission to Dutch higher education. These 6 programmes are: 
• Naturvetenskapsprogrammet/Natural Science programme 
• Samhällsvetenskapliga programmet/Social science programme 
• Teknikprogrammet/Technology programme 
• Ekonomiprogrammet/Business Management and Economics programme 
• Humanistiska programmet/Humanities programme 
• Estetiska Programmet/Health and Social Care Programme 
 
The other 12 national programmes are a composite of general education and 
vocational training and, depending on the content of the curriculum, can also 
suffice for admission to higher education.  

In terms of level, the Högskoleförberedande Examen with vocational subjects is 
comparable to a HAVO diploma for the general education component. 

https://www.uhr.se/studier-och-antagning/tilltrade-till-hogskolan/Behorighet-till-grundniva/
https://www.uhr.se/studier-och-antagning/tilltrade-till-hogskolan/Behorighet-till-grundniva/
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Although a gymnasium diploma will generally speaking suffice for admission into 
higher education in Sweden, students will still need to fulfil specific admission 
requirements for admission to university bachelor’s programmes with respect to 
their specific study programme. More detailed information about the specific 
admission requirements for Swedish higher education programmes can be found 
on the website of the website of the Swedish Council for Higher Education 
(Universitets- och Högskolerådet, UHR). 
  

 Higher education 
 
Sweden has had a unitary higher education system since the 1977 reforms in 
which academic education and higher professional education have been 
integrated within a single system known as högskola in Swedish. Higher education 
is given by universities (universitetet), university colleges (högskolan) and 
institutions (institutetet). Almost all institutions call themselves university in English.  
 
There are more than 50 higher education institutions, of which the majority is 
public and state-funded and a small number is independent. These institutions 
apply the same admission requirements, conduct research and, in most cases, 
confer the same diplomas and degrees. Doctoral degrees are most often 
conferred by universities, but may also be conferred by other higher education 
institutions in specific subject areas and after permission has been granted from 
the government.  
 
Although Sweden does not have a binary system of higher education, universities 
generally offer traditional academic programmes while other higher education 
institutions provide education that is more geared towards practical training or 
more specialized. There are, however, many exceptions and credits awarded by 
one type of higher education institution may also be transferred to a study 
programme at another. 
 
A university college can apply to the government for full university status. 
Applications can be submitted to the Swedish National Agency for Higher 
Education. Former university colleges awarded university status 10 years ago 
include Växjö University, Karlstad University, Mid Sweden University and Örebro 
University. There are university colleges which receive permanent government 
funding for research in a single disciplinary domain. They are entitled to award 
Master degrees (120 credits) and the PhD in that domain. University colleges can 
apply for the entitlement to award PhD’s in narrower disciplines. Applications are 
submitted to the Swedish National Agency for Higher Education. 
 
Higher education distinguishes between 3 phases: the undergraduate phase, the 
advanced phase and the post-master phase, or PhD phase. Additionally, a 
distinction is applied between general degrees and professional degrees 

https://www.uhr.se/
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(yrkesexamina). Professional degrees are not only conferred upon conclusion of 
the programmes offered in Dutch higher education, but are also conferred in 
medicine, law and several other study programmes. Higher education is free of 
charge, with the exception of a fee for certain student facilities.  
 

 University and higher professional education 

Undergraduate (grundnivå) 
An important feature of Swedish higher education is the high degree of freedom 
awarded to both institutions and students in compiling individual programmes of 
study. The degree conferred is, however, required to comply with the national 
requirements and learning outcomes as recorded in the Degree Ordinance.  
 
The following qualifications are offered in undergraduate education: 
 
Högskoleexamen (University Diploma) 
This certificate is awarded after a student has obtained at least 120 
högskolepoäng/ECTS (2 years of full-time education). Institutions are permitted to 
determine the required combination of subjects by themselves. 

 
Kandidatexamen (Bachelor’s degree) 
This certificate is awarded after at least 180 högskolepoäng /ECTS (3 years of full-
time education) have been obtained, 90 credits of which must be awarded in 
the major and 30 credits for a final paper or a project. 

 
 

 
Graduate (avancerad nivå) 
A 3-year undergraduate degree is required for admission to this level. The 
following degrees can be obtained on the avancerad nivå : 
 
Magisterexamen (Master’s degree) 
This degree requires 60 högskolepoäng/ECTS (1 year of full-time education). At 
least 30 högskolepoäng/ECTS are required in the major including a thesis of 15 
högskolepoäng/ECTS.  

In terms of level, the högskoleexamen (QF-ΕΗΕΑ 1st cycle/EQF level 6) is 
comparable to 2 years of higher professional education (HBO) or an Associate 

Degree, depending on the type of the study programme. 

In terms of level, the kandidatexamen (QF-ΕΗΕΑ 1st cycle/EQF level 6) 
is comparable to a WO or HBO bachelor's degree, depending on the content 

and type of the study programme. 
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In addition, the student must hold either a kandidatexamen or a professional 
degree of at least 180 högskolepoäng/ECTS. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Masterexamen (Master’s degree) 
The masterexamen is a new degree which requires 120 högskolepoäng/ECTS (2 
years of full-time education). At least 60 högskolepoäng/ECTS are required in the 
major including a thesis of 30 högskolepoäng/ECTS. In addition, the student must 
hold either a kandidatexamen or a professional degree of at least 180 ECTS. 

 
 

 
Postmaster (forskarnivå) 
For admission to post-master education, students are required to have obtained 
at least 240 högskolepoäng/ECTS. Institutions are permitted to set additional 
requirements with respect to aptitude. In most cases, a post-master programme 
will take 4 years to complete, comprising lectures and research, writing and 
public defence of a dissertation. Once all these requirements have been met, a 
doktorsexamen (PhD) is conferred. 
 
In addition to a doctorate, most faculties also confer a licentiatexamen 
(licentiate degree) after 2 years of post-master education (120 credits). This 
degree is conferred after a research programme of 2 or 2½ years in which a final 
paper is written and defended. The licenciatexamen is often awarded as an 
intermediate qualification towards a doctorate, but can also be an independent 
degree.  

 
 
 
 
 

In terms of level, the magisterexamen (QF-ΕΗΕΑ 2nd cycle/EQF level 7) is 
comparable to a WO or HBO master’s degree, depending on the content  

and type of the study programme. 

In terms of level, the masterexamen (QF-ΕΗΕΑ 2nd cycle/EQF level 7) 
is comparable to a WO or HBO master’s degree,  

depending on the content and type of the study programme. 

In terms of level, the licentiatexamen ((QF-ΕΗΕΑ 3rd cycle/EQF level 8)) is 
comparable to 2 years of a doctorate course of study. 
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Undergraduate or graduate (grundnivå/avancerad nivå) 
 
Yrkesexamen (Professional degree) 
Yrkesexamina can be held at both undergraduate (1st cycle) and advanced 
level (2nd cycle). There are currently 32 different professional degrees at 
undergraduate level and 22 at advanced level. Professional degrees are offered 
in areas such as nursing, social work, dental hygiene, medicine, technology, law, 
psychology, teacher training and arts (visual arts, music, dance). Depending on 
the study programme, these programmes consist of 180 to 330 ECTS. 
Yrkesexamina at advanced level can be compared with former Dutch degrees 
such as artsexamen and ingenieursexamen.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

In terms of level, the Yrkesexamen (QF-ΕΗΕΑ 1st or 2nd cycle/EQF level 6 or 7)  
obtained at a university is comparable to a HBO bachelor’s degree or a WO 

master’s degree, depending on the specialization and duration. 
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 Assessment systems 

Up until 2013, these 4 qualifications were given in upper secondary education:  
 

Result Description Meaning 

MVG Mycket väl godkänd  Pass with special distinction 

VG Väl godkänd  Pass with distinction 

G Godkänd  Pass  

IG Icke godkänd  Fail 

 
Since 2013 there is an assessment system with the grades A, B, C, D, E and F – 
where A-E are passing grades and F is a failing grade. More information about 
Swedish grades is available via the Skolverket website. 
 
Higher education institutions are at liberty to choose their own assessment system. 
Some institutions use the system described above, while others, among which the 
University of Stockholm and the Kungliga Tekniska Hogskolan, use an ECTS grading 
scale: 
 

Letter grade Description 

A Top 10% 

B Top 25% 

C Top 30% 

D Next 25% (with a passing grade) 

E Next 10% (with a passing grade) 

FX Fail  

F Fail 

More information on the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System 
(ECTS) is available in the ECTS Users’ Guide issued by the European Commission. 
 
Information about the value of foreign grades can be found on our website 
(Dutch only). 
 

 Bologna process 

The bachelor’s-master’s degree structure was introduced in higher education in 
Sweden at the end of the 1980s and the beginning of the 1990s. As part of this 
process, Sweden implemented a new system of credits in July 2007 to replace the 
traditional poäng system. According to the old system prior to 2007, 40 poäng 

https://www.skolverket.se/download/18.6011fe501629fd150a29cdb/1531486153328/swedishgrades_bilaga.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/ects-users-guide_en.pdf
https://www.nuffic.nl/middelbaar-beroepsonderwijs/diplomawaardering/waarde-van-buitenlandse-cijfers
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corresponded to 60 ECTS and 40 credits represented 1 year of full-time study. The 
new system of the högskolepoäng (hp), is compatible with the ECTS system: 60 
högskolepoäng (hp) equals 60 ECTS, or 1 year of full-time education. More 
information about the implementation of the bachelor’s-master’s degree 
structure in Sweden is available on the website of the European Higher Education 
Area (EHEA). 

 
 Qualification frameworks 

Since 2015 Sweden has a national qualifications framework (SeQF) comprising all 
levels of education, based on the European Qualifications Framework (EQF). 
The SeQF has 8 qualification levels, just like the EQF. The process of referencing the 
Swedish framework to the EQF has not yet been completed. 
 
More information about the SeQF is available on the Sveriges referensram för 
kvalifikationer website (only in Swedish). 

  
 Quality assurance and accreditation 

Higher education institutions financed by the Swedish government are 
autonomous, but they must nevertheless comply with certain requirements. The 
former National Agency for Higher Education (Högskoleverket), formerly 
responsible for quality assurance and accreditation in higher education,  
evaluated all professional degree programmes in the period 2001-2006. Another 
6-year cycle of programme evaluations started in 2007, covering all degrees at 
first, second and third level.  
 
In January of 2011, a new quality assurance system was introduced in order to 
meet new demands that were based on the goals of greater freedom, 
internationalization and high quality. This quality assurance system emphasizes 
strengthening the incentives to achieve high standards regarding learning 
outcomes of study programmes. Since 2011 first and second-cycle 
programmes have been evaluated on the basis of how well students attain 
the qualitative targets laid down in the qualifications ordinance.  
On January 1st 2013, the responsibility for quality assurance and accreditation was 
transferred from the National Agency for Higher Education (Högskoleverket) to 
the Swedish Higher Education Authority (Universitetskanslersämbetet). The last 
evaluation cycle was completed in 2014.  
 
New quality assurance system 
The Universitetskanslersämbetet website mentions that a new model for quality 
assurance is in use since 2017. See also: National system for quality assurance of 
higher education (report 2016:15). 

 

http://www.ehea.info/cid101603/sweden.html
http://www.ehea.info/cid101603/sweden.html
https://www.seqf.se/
https://www.seqf.se/
http://english.uka.se/
http://english.uka.se/about-us/publications/reports--guidelines/reports--guidelines/2017-01-13-new-model-for-assuring-quality-of-higher-education-in-sweden.html
http://english.uka.se/download/18.2f61993515a5f2b1e3111c1b/1492679861403/report-national-system-for-quality-assurance.pdf
http://english.uka.se/download/18.2f61993515a5f2b1e3111c1b/1492679861403/report-national-system-for-quality-assurance.pdf
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 International treaties 

Sweden signed the Lisbon Convention in 1997 and ratified it in 2001. 
 
 Diploma Supplement 

Since 2003, all state institutions must issue a Diploma Supplement together with 
the degree certificate. All larger independent institutions also issue the Diploma 
Supplement.  
More information on the Diploma Supplement is available on the website of the 
European Commission.  

 
 Composition of file 

It is customary in Sweden that education institutions at secondary and tertiary 
level provide documents both in English and Swedish. It is recommended for 
higher education in particular that documents are submitted in both languages.  
 
Diploma’s (examensbevis) and grade lists can be issued separately or as one 
combined document. Official diplomas must carry the Swedish title as well as the 
English name; without a Swedish title the diploma will not be recognized as 
official. 

 
 Overview of higher education institutions 

Website of the Universitets- och Högskolerådet (UHR) with a list of recognized 
higher education institutions in Sweden. 

 
 Useful links 

• Website of the Swedish Council for Higher Education (Universitets- och 
högskolerådet), also the Swedish ENIC-NARIC. 

• Study in Sweden website, including information about the Swedish education 
system. 

• Website of the Ministry of Education and Research/Utbildnings 
Departementet. 

• Skolverket website, the National Agency for Education (secondary education) 
with detailed information about the content and orientation of programmes 
in general education. There is also information in English. 

• Website of the National Agency of Education with information about all the 
subjects and courses offered at every primary and secondary school in 
Sweden. 

• Website of the Universitetskanslerämbetet (UKÄ), Swedish Higher Education 
Authority.    

http://ec.europa.eu/education/resources/diploma-supplement_en
http://ec.europa.eu/education/resources/diploma-supplement_en
https://www.uhr.se/en/start/recognition-of-foreign-qualifications/ENIC-NARIC-Sweden/List-of-HEIs-in-Sweden/
https://www.uhr.se/
http://www.studyinsweden.se/
http://www.government.se/government-of-sweden/ministry-of-education-and-research/
http://www.regeringen.se/sveriges-regering/utbildningsdepartementet/
http://www.regeringen.se/sveriges-regering/utbildningsdepartementet/
https://www.skolverket.se/
https://www.skolverket.se/laroplaner-amnen-och-kurser
https://www.skolverket.se/about-us
http://valjaskola.se/
http://english.uka.se/
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