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This document contains information on the education system of Peru. We explain 
the Dutch equivalent of the most common qualifications from Peru for the 
purpose of admission to Dutch higher education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Disclaimer 
We assemble the information for these descriptions of education systems with the 
greatest care. However, we cannot be held responsible for the consequences of 
errors or incomplete information in this document. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
With the exception of images and illustrations, the content of this publication is 
subject to the Creative Commons Name NonCommercial 3.0 Unported licence. 
Visit www.nuffic.nl/en/home/copyright for more information on the reuse of this 
publication. 
 

http://www.nuffic.nl/en/home/copyright
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/deed.nl
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 Evaluation chart 

The left-hand column in the table below lists the most common foreign 
qualifications applicable to admission to higher education. The other columns 
show the Dutch equivalent along with the comparable levels in the Dutch and 
European qualifications frameworks. 
 

Foreign degree or 
qualification 

Dutch equivalent and NLQF level EQF 
level 

Técnico MBO diploma, qualification level 1, 
2 or 3 

1-3 1-3 

Profesional Técnico a 
Nombre de la Nación 

MBO diploma, qualification level 3 
or 4  

3-4 3-4 

Certificado Oficial de 
Estudios 

Approximately HAVO diploma 4 4 

Profesional a Nombre de la 
Nación 

HBO bachelor’s degree 6 6 

Artísta Profesional HBO bachelor’s degree 6 6 

Bachiller/Licenciado/Título 
Profesional/Ingeniero 

HBO or WO bachelor’s degree 6 6 

Especialista/Diplomado At least an HBO or WO bachelor’s 
degree 

6 6 

Maestría HBO or WO master’s degree 7 7 

 
NB 
• The information provided in the table is a general recommendation from 

which no rights may be derived.  
• NLQF = Dutch Qualifications Framework. EQF = European Qualifications 

Framework. 
• The EQF/NLQF level is not so much a reflection of study load or content; rather, 

it is an indication of a person’s knowledge and skills after having completed a 
certain programme of study.  

• Information about Dutch equivalent qualifications can be found on our 
website: the Dutch education system. 

• The Cooperation Organisation for Vocational Education, Training and the 
Labour Market (SBB), evaluates statements on foreign qualifications and 
training at VMBO and MBO level. The evaluation may vary if SBB evaluates the 
diploma for admission to VET schools or the labour market in the Netherlands. 

 
  

http://www.nlqf.nl/english
https://www.nuffic.nl/en/publications/find-a-publication/education-system-the-netherlands.pdf
https://www.s-bb.nl/en
https://www.s-bb.nl/en
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 Introduction 

Peru (officially the Republic of Peru) is located on the west coast of South 
America and has a population of almost 30 million people.  
 
Lima, the capital and also the country's largest city, has around 8 million residents. 
The country is divided into 25 regions. The official language is Spanish. 
 
Political responsibility for education is set out in the general education law (ley 
general de educación, ley nro. 28044) and comes under the Ministerio de 
Educación (Ministry of Education). 
 
Unlike the Netherlands, Peru has no distinct binary education system. While higher 
professional education programmes are mainly offered by the institutos y 
escuelas de educación superior, the programmes at universidades can have 
characteristics typical of higher professional education and/or university 
education. 
 
Education is compulsory for children aged 6 to 16/17 (educación primaria y 
secundaria). The language of education is Spanish. 
 
The academic year runs from the end of February until December. 

  



 Education system   | Evaluation chart   

 

Education system Peru 

Education system Peru | Nuffic | 1st edition, December 2014 | version 1, May 2015 6 
 
 
 

 Primary and secondary education 

Primary and general secondary education (educación básica regular) is divided 
into 3 phases: 
• educación inicial (pre-school and kindergarten), for ages 0 to 2 and 2 to 5; 
• educación primaria (primary education), for ages 6 to 11; 
• educación secundaria (secondary education), for ages 11/12 to 16/17. 
 
A national curriculum is in place for both public and private schools (ministerial 
decree RM. No 0400-2008-ED). This curriculum must be followed as a basis for 
implementing learning plans. The Unidades de Gestión Educativa Local (local 
education bodies) and municipalities are responsible for ensuring that all public 
and private schools establish learning plans in accordance with standard 
teaching hours.  
 
Primary and secondary education lasts a nominal 11 years, with 6 years of primary 
education and 5 years of secondary education. The school year usually starts on 
1 March and includes a minimum of 40 teaching weeks each year. A teaching 
hour lasts at least 45 minutes. The start dates of private schools are set out in their 
individual internal regulations. 
 
Educación inicial 
Pre-school and kindergarten is made up of 5 teaching hours a day, 25 hours a 
week, and at least 900 hours a year. In the 0-2 age group (no-escolarizado) these 
hours are flexible and depend on the type of programme. 
 
Educación primaria  
Primary education (educación primaria) is made up of 6 teaching hours a day, 30 
hours a week, and at least 1100 hours a year. Subjects include matemática 
(mathematics), comunicación (communication), arte (art), personal social 
(personal social development), educación física (physical education), 
educación religiosa (religious education), ciencia y ambiente (science and 
environment/nature). 
 
Educación secundaria  
The secondary education curriculum (educación secundaria) is made up of 
subjects in: matemática (mathematics), comunicación (communication), inglés 
(English), arte (art), historia, geografía y ecomomía (history, geography and 
economics), formación ciudadana y civica (social studies), persona, familia y 
relaciones humanas (social skills), educación física (physical education), 
educación religiosa (religious education), ciencia, tecnología y ambiente 
(science, technology and environment/nature), educación para el trabajo 
(vocational training). Secondary education is made up of 7 teaching hours a 
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day, 35 hours a week, and at least 1200 hours a year. The minimum weekly hours 
per subject per week across the 5 years is as follows0F

1: 

 
The final grade is made up of the average of the various component grades. For 
mathematics, for example, there are 4 evaluation criteria with grades allocated 
to them: razonamiento y demostración (reasoning and demonstrating), 
comunicación matemática (mathematical communication), resolución de 
problemas (problem solving) and actitudes ante el área (work attitude). The final 
grade is calculated as an average of these. 
 
Secondary education concludes with a certificate, the Certificado Oficial de 
Estudios. In Peru, this certificate provides access to the entrance exams for higher 
education. See under Admission to higher education. 

 

                                                      
1 Source: Ministerio de Educación – Directiva para el desarrollo del año escolar 2011 en las 

Instituciones Educativas de Educación Básica y Técnico Productiva 

Area of study Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 

Mathematics 4 4 4 4 4 

Communication 4 4 4 4 4 

English 2 2 2 2 2 

Arts 2 2 2 2 2 

History, geography and economics 3 3 3 3 3 

Social studies 2 2 2 2 2 

Social skills  2 2 2 2 2 

Physical education 2 2 2 2 2 

Religious education 2 2 2 2 2 

Science, technology and 
environment/nature 

3 3 3 3 3 

Vocational training 2 2 2 2 2 

Independent study 1 1 1 1 1 

Free time 6 6 6 6 6 

Total number of hours 35 35 35 35 35 

In terms of level, the Certificado Oficial de Estudios certificate  
is approximately comparable to a HAVOdiploma. 
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Post-secondary education 
The nominal duration of these study programmes at institutos y escuelas de 
educación superior ranges from 2 years (88 créditos) to 5 years (200 créditos). In 
Dutch terms, the level of the programmes varies from senior secondary 
vocational education (MBO) to higher professional education (HBO). 
Postgraduate programmes at these institutions usually have a nominal duration of 
2 years (minimum of 80 créditos).   
 
A crédito académico (credit) is equivalent to 1 hour (50 minutes) of theory per 
week, or 2 hours of practical work across 1 semester consisting of at least 18 
weeks. 
 
Institutos y escuelas de educación superior tecnológicos  
These institutions provide study programmes for which there is particular demand 
in Peru and/or the particular region, and are divided into: 

1. Formación Técnica:  
Nominally a 2-year programme (at least 2040 hours, minimum of 88 
créditos) leading to a Técnico certificate.  

2. Formación Profesional Técnica  
Nominally a 3-year programme (at least 3060 hours, minimum of 132 
créditos) leading to a Profesional Técnico a Nombre de la Nación 
certificate. 

3. Formación Profesional (see under Higher professional education) 
Nominally a 5-year programme (at least 5400 hours, minimum of 200 
créditos) leading to a Profesional a Nombre de la Nación certificate.  

 
The certificate known as Técnico, Profesional Técnico a Nombre de la Nación or 
Profesional a Nombre de la Nación is awarded to those who pass the study 
programme’s modules, the academic skills tests in communication, mathematics, 
a second language and information and communication technology, complete 
an internship, and complete a final project related to their studies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In terms of level, the Técnico certificate is comparable to  
an MBO diploma at qualification level 1-3, depending on the specialisation. 

In terms of level, the Profesional Técnico a Nombre de la Nación certificate 
is comparable to an MBO diploma at qualification level 3 or 4,  

depending on the specialisation. 
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The institutos y escuelas de educación superior pedagógicos and institutos y 
escuelas de educación superior tecnológicos also offer higher professional 
education programmes leading to the qualification of Profesor, the certificate 
conferring the title of Profesional a Nombre de la Nación as well as the certificate 
conferring the title of Artísta Profesional. See Higher professional education. 

 
 Admission to higher education 

The secondary school diploma (Certificado Oficial de Estudios) provides 
admission to higher education. Most universities require an entrance exam as well 
as the secondary school diploma. The precise admission and registration 
procedures are set out in the university’s statute. Entrance exams are usually held 
once or twice a year during the holidays. Some higher education institutions have 
centros pre-universitarios which offer preparatory courses geared towards higher 
education entrance exams.  

 
 Higher education 

While the difference between higher professional education and academic 
education is less distinct than in the Netherlands, higher professional education 
programmes in Peru are also offered by the institutos y escuelas de educación 
superior. 
 
The universidades offer academic and technological research programmes up to 
and including PhD level, as well as higher professional education programmes. In 
the Netherlands, these programmes are classified as either academic (WO) or 
higher professional education (HBO) programmes, depending on the programme 
content.  
 
The Consejo Universitario (university council) is authorised to confer academic 
degrees approved by the faculty (grados académicos) and professional 
qualifications (títulos profesionales) and to award honourable distinctions.  
 
The Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos, founded on 12 May 1551, is not 
only the oldest university in the country, but in the whole of the Americas.  

 
 University and higher professional education 

The universidades offer academic and technological research programmes up to 
and including PhD level. In the Netherlands, these programmes are classified as 
either academic (WO) or higher professional (HBO) programmes, depending on 
the programme content. Universities are made up of various faculties offering one 
or more disciplines and/or programmes.  
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The academic year has a nominal duration of 34 weeks and starts no later than 
the first working day of the month of April each year. Study programmes are 
usually divided into semesters and the courses included under the curriculum are 
awarded créditos (credits). The regulations governing this are set out in the 
university’s statute.  
 
Only universities (universidades) are authorised to confer the academic degrees 
of Bachiller, Maestro and Doctor. They also confer ‘a nombre de la nación’ (in the 
name of the country) the Títulos Profesionales de Licenciado (professional 
qualifications) as well as a second specialist professional qualification (segunda 
especialidad profesional). 
 
Bachiller/Licenciado/Título Profesional/Ingeniero 
Initial study programmes leading to the Bachiller degree last at least 10 semesters 
(200 créditos), with at least 35 créditos allocated towards general subjects 
(estudios generales).  
The estudios generales are a mandatory part of the study programme. The award 
of a certificate conferring a Bachiller degree usually requires the completion of a 
trabajo de investigación (final project). These days, proficiency in a second 
foreign language is also required. 
 
To qualify for the professional qualification (Título Profesional/Título de Ingeniero) 
the student also has to write and/or defend a final paper, present a project or 
complete another assignment deemed appropriate by the university.  
 
In order to receive the Título Profesional de Abogado (professional lawyer’s 
qualification) a further 1-year work placement must also be completed 
immediately after completing the study programme: Servico Civil de Graduandos 
– SECIGRA Derecho.  

 

 
Segunda Especialidad (Diplomaturas/Especialidades) 
These specialist advanced programmes, with a minimum of 24 créditos (half a 
year), do not lead to an academic degree and/or professional qualification. Their 
purpose is to allow for ongoing professional development in various subject areas 
and to benefit society as a whole. 

In terms of level, the Bachiller/Licenciado degree and/or Título Profesional 
professional qualification or the title of Ingenierio is comparable to an HBO or 

WO bachelor’s degree, depending on the type of study programme. 

http://www.minjus.gob.pe/secigra/
http://www.minjus.gob.pe/secigra/
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Maestría 
Admission to these advanced programmes lasting at least 1 year (minimum of 48 
créditos) requires a a Bachiller degree or equivalent. There is a distinction 
between a maestría de especialización (professional master’s programme) and a 
maestría de investigación o académicas (research-oriented master’s 
programme). The programme leading to the certificate conferring a Maestria 
degree concludes with a final project (trabajo de investigación) and a public 
defence thereof. It also includes proficiency in a foreign language.  

 

 
Doctorado 
Admission to a doctorate programme requires a Maestria degree. The doctorate 
programme lasts at least 6 semesters. During this time the doctoral student carries 
out research and writes a doctoral thesis. The doctorado concludes with a public 
defence of the doctoral thesis. The award of the final qualification with the 
highest possible degree of Grado de Doctor also requires proficiency in 2 foreign 
languages. 
 
Institutos y escuelas de educación superior pedagógicos  
These institutions usually offer teacher-training programmes with a nominal 
duration of 5 years, consisting of 5400 hours and at least 200 créditos as well as 
postgraduate programmes, refresher courses and specialist advanced 
programmes. See also the paragraph Segunda Especialidad 
(Diplomaturas/Especialidades). 
 
The award of a certificate conferring the title of Profesor at an instituto de 
educación superior pedagógico or an institutos y escuelas superiores de 
formación artística requires successful completion of the study programme, 
academic skills tests in communication, mathematics, a second language and 
information and communication technology, and a final paper. 
 
The diploma confers the title of Profesor(a), followed by the subject and in the 
case of a teacher-training programme for secondary education, an indication of 
the specialisation. 

In terms of level, the Especialista en …. / Diplomado en ….  
is comparable to at least an HBO or WO bachelor's degree,  

depending on the type of study programme. 

In terms of level, the Maestría degree is comparable to an HBO or WO master's 
degree, depending on the duration and type of study programme. 
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Institutos y escuelas de educación superior tecnológicos  
These institutions provide study programmes which, like those described in the 
paragraph ‘Post-secondary education’, ranging in level in Dutch terms from 
senior secondary vocational education (MBO) to higher professional education 
(HBO). The formación profesional category would be considered higher 
professional education in the Netherlands. These are nominally a 5-year 
programme (at least 5400 hours, minimum of 200 créditos) leading to a 
Profesional a Nombre de la Nación certificate. 

 

 
Institutos y escuelas superiores de formación artística 
These institutions usually offer teacher-training programmes in art education with 
a nominal duration of 5 years, consisting of 5400 hours and at least 200 créditos as 
well as refresher courses and specialist advanced programmes to técnicos, 
profesionales técnicos and profesionales.  
 
The certificate conferring the title of Artísta Professional is awarded following 
successful completion of the study programme, the academic skills tests in 
communication, mathematics, a second language and information and 
communication technology, the completion of a final project related to the 
specialism pursued, participation in exhibitions and/presentations, or leading 
individual or collective art-related activities. The diploma states the qualification 
of Artista Profesional followed by a specialisation. 

 

 

 

 

 
 Assessment systems 

Both higher and secondary education uses a grading system from 0 (lowest 
possible grade) to 20 (highest possible grade), with 11 as a pass: 
 

In terms of level, the title of Profesor(a) is comparable to  
an HBO bachelor's degree. 

In terms of level, the title of Profesional a Nombre de la Nación  
is comparable to an HBO bachelor's degree. 

In terms of level, the title of Artísta Profesional is comparable to  
an HBO bachelor's degree. 
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The pupil’s behaviour in primary and secondary education is also always included 
on the grade list and is assessed as follows: 
 

Assessment Description Definition 

AD Comportamiento Muy Bueno  Very good 

A Comportamiento Bueno Good 

B Comportamiento Regular Satisfactory 

C Comportamiento Deficiente Unsatisfactory 

 
 Quality assurance and accreditation 

The Superintendencia Nacional de Educación Superior Universitaria (SUNEDU) was 
founded recently and falls under the remit of the Ministry of Education. This 
independent organisation is responsible for issuing permits for delivering higher 
education (educación universitaria). The purpose of the procedure of obtaining 
such a permit is mainly to ensure that basic quality standards within higher 
education are observed. 
 
The CONEAU is one of the implementing bodies of the Sistema Nacional de 
Evaluación, Acreditación y Certificación de la Calidad Educativa (SINEACE), 
created under the Ley No 28740 law on 19 May 2006: Ley del Sistema Nacional 
de Evaluación, Acreditación y Certificación de la Calidad Educativa. 
SINEACE, the law for the national system for assessing, accrediting and certifying 
the quality of education. The main objective of the CONEAU is the ongoing 
development of the evaluation, accreditation and certification procedures within 
higher education. 
 
The CONEAU sets criteria, indicators and standards for evaluating the quality of 
education at public and private universities and of professional practitioners 
(profesionales), by means of accreditation and certification processes. 
 

Grade Description Definition 

20 – 19  Sobresaliente Excellent 

18 – 17 Muy bueno Very good 

16 – 14  Bueno Good 

13 – 11 Suficiente Satisfactory 

 0 – 10    Desaprabado Unsatisfactory 
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Its objective is to safeguard the quality of Peru's education. The phases of the 
evaluation for improving educational quality are: self-evaluation, external 
evaluation and accreditation.  
Accreditation is a formal acknowledgement of evidence of quality within an 
institution or programme, issued by the state, through a recognised implementing 
body in accordance with the external evaluation report in line with current 
standards. Accreditation is not permanent and any extension of it requires a new 
internal and external evaluation process. 
 
Certification, with the aim of achieving a quality standard in education, is 
voluntary for universities (educación superior universitaria) with the exception of 
programmes in health sciences, education and law. Accreditation of the quality 
of education offered by programmes at Institutos y Escuelas de Educación 
Superior is also issued by CONEACES: Consejo de Evaluación, Acreditación y 
Certificación de la Calidad de la Educación Superior Universitaria, the evaluation, 
accreditation and certification council for the quality of higher university 
education. 

 
An overview of accredited study programmes can be found on the website of 
the Superintendencia Nacional de Educación Superior Universitaria (SUNEDU). The 
SUNEDU was established to protect the right of young people to high-quality 
university education. Since January 2015, this public body has been responsible 
for licensing universities. The SUNEDU manages the national register of degrees 
and titles. 
 

 International treaties 

To facilitate admission to advanced programmes in Peru, the country has set up 
treaties for the recognition of degrees and/or titles awarded in Argentina, 
Bulgaria, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Chile, China, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Spain, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, 
Romania, Uruguay, Venezuela, Santa Sede, Ukraine, Russia and Brazil. 

 
 Composition of file 

A complete file in secondary and in higher education must include the diploma 
and the corresponding grade list. The certificate issued upon completion of 
secondary education (Certificado Oficial de Estudios) consists of one page, 
which also includes the subjects taken and results achieved. 
 
Authenticity 
Given that grade lists are often issued with diplomas, diploma-holders should 
usually be able to provide them. Many higher education institutions hold registers 
where you can verify the authenticity of certificates achieved. The website of the 

https://enlinea.sunedu.gob.pe/
https://enlinea.sunedu.gob.pe/
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Superintendencia Nacional de Educación Superior Universitaria (SUNEDU) 
includes a national register for verifying degrees and titles awarded.  
 

 List of higher education institutions 

• Website of the Superintendencia Nacional de Educación Superior 
Universitaria (SUNEDU) with an overview of all recognised state and private 
universities. 

 
 Useful links 

• Website of the Ministerio de Educación (Ministry of Education). 
• Website of the SINEACE – Sistema Nacional de Evaluación, Acreditación y 

Certificación de la Calidad Educativa, the national system for assessing, 
accrediting and certifying educational quality. 

• The Ministry of Education's search engine for (higher) professional education 
programmes. 

• Website van de Superintendencia Nacional de Educación Superior 
Universitaria (SUNEDU) with an overview of all recognised state and private 
universities. 

• Website of the Superintendencia Nacional de Educación Superior 
Universitaria (SUNEDU) with a national register for verifying degrees and titles 
awarded. 

 

https://www.sunedu.gob.pe/lista-universidades/
http://www.minedu.gob.pe/
http://www.sineace.gob.pe/
http://www.minedu.gob.pe/superiortecnologica/catalogo-nacional-oferta-formativa.php
https://www.sunedu.gob.pe/lista-universidades/
https://enlinea.sunedu.gob.pe/
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