
Immigration procedures for foreign nationals 
seeking work in the Netherlands

Seeking work after graduation Admission scheme for highly educated 
persons

level of 
graduation

bachelor’s or master’s master’s or PhD

programmes 
and universities 
included 

diploma obtained from recognized Dutch 
higher education institution

Netherlands: master’s programme registered 
in CROHO, or PhD

other countries: foreign university listed 
in the top 150 of the 2007 edition of the 
rankings published in Times Higher Education 
Supplement or by Jiao Tong Shanghair 
University

deadline for 
submitting 
application

immediately upon graduation, following 
Dutch residence permit for the purpose 
of ‘study’

within three years after obtaining your 
master’s or PhD degree

maximum 
duration of stay

one year; residence permit cannot be 
extended

one year, residence permit cannot be 
extended

access to Dutch 
labour market 
during stay

free to work, no work permit required work only allowed if employer in possession 
of work permit; employer must meet all 
criteria for labour market test

minimum 
annual salary 
to qualify for 
job as “highly 
skilled migrant”

€ 26.605,00 gross per annum € 26.605,00 gross per annum

There are two admission schemes allowing certain groups of foreign nationals to spend a period of 

up to twelve months in the Netherlands to find a job as a highly skilled migrant. These admission 

schemes include the procedure for “seeking work after graduation” and the “admission scheme for 

highly educated persons”. The following overview of similarities and differences between these two 

procedures will help you determine which of these procedures you are eligible for. 



application form 
to be used

“Application residence permit without 
MVV or change to purpose of stay”, can 
be downloaded from the  IND website:
http://english.ind.nl/Brochures_en_
Formulieren/index.aspx#paragraph2

from abroad: apply for “Provisional residence 
permit” with Dutch embassy/consulate

from the Netherlands: “Application for a 
regular residence permit for a highly educated 
migrant seeking employment”, can be 
downloaded from the IND website:
http://english.ind.nl/Brochures_en_
Formulieren/index.aspx#paragraph2

other 
requirements

not applicable attaining 35 points from the points system 
(see below)

Points system “Admission scheme for highly educated persons”

To be eligible for admission under the “Admission scheme for highly educated persons”, you must obtain 
a minimum of 35 points from the points system. Please note that for each of the 3 categories there is a 
maximum amount of points that can be awarded. For category 3 you can obtain a maximum of 5 
points, even if – for example – you speak both Dutch and English. 

Category Points Documents to submit

1: Education (max. 30 
points)

•	 PhD degree 
•	 master’s degree

30 
25

copy of diploma (Dutch 
institution) or diploma 
evaluation issued by Nuffic 
(foreign institution)

2: Age (max. 5 points) 21–40 years 5 birth certificate

3: Indicators for 
success in the 
Netherlands (max. 5 
points)

•	 previously employed in the 
Netherlands (minimum 6 months)

•	 previously studied in the Netherlands 
(minimum 6 months) 

•	 command of Dutch as a foreign 
language at A2-level  

•	 command of English at IELTS 6.0 
level 

•	 bachelor’s, master’s, or PhD degree 
obtained in country that has signed 
up to the Bologna declaration

5

5

5

5

5

•	 contract or employer’s 
declaration

•	 proof of enrolment  

•	 diploma 

•	 declaration of 
language institute

•	 diploma

Maximum points to obtain 40



Programme Management
Administrating international mobility programmes (scholarships) 
and institutional cooperation programmes.

Information Services
Providing information about higher education systems in the 
Netherlands and in other countries; providing credential evaluation 
services; providing information in the Netherlands about studying 
abroad, and in other countries about studying in Holland; 
promoting Dutch higher education in other countries; encouraging 
international mobility.

Expertise
Conducting studies into international cooperation in higher 
education; providing information to expert groups and consultation 
forums; transferring our knowledge of international cooperation in 
higher education through courses and seminars.
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Nuffic is the Netherlands 
organisation for international 
cooperation in higher education. 
Our motto is Linking Knowledge 
Worldwide. This means linking 
people, because it’s knowledge 
that makes us unique as people. 
Nuffic works in line with Dutch 
government policy to serve 
students and higher education 
institutions in three key areas:

Nuffic
Kortenaerkade 11
P.O. Box 29777
2502 LT The Hague
The Netherlands
t +31 (0)70 42 60 260
f +31 (0)70 42 60 399

www.nuffic.nl

The information contained in this publication has been compiled with the greatest of care. Nevertheless, we are unable to 
guarantee its accuracy or completeness at the time of reading. The information may have been changed or updated. Nuffic 
cannot accept any liability for these changes. We recommend that you verify the accuracy of the information yourself where 
appropriate.

All intellectual property rights for this publication belong to Nuffic. No part of this work may be reproduced, stored in an 
automated retrieval system or published in any form, without the prior written permission of the author.


