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This Information Map was constructed on the basis of 
brainstorm sessions with experts and stakeholders in the field of internationalisation 

of higher education, coming from business, higher education and government. They have applied a 
broad definition of internationalisation: incoming and outgoing mobility of students and staff, the adaptation 

of curricula content and structure, and the international collaboration between institutions. 
The analysis on this map does not necessarily reflect the standpoints and views of the Nuffic. 

We thank all participants for their cooperation.

Dutch business can recruit among talented foreign graduates in the Netherlands.
Foreign students in the Netherlands spend their money in the Dutch economy.
Dutch employers can recruit among Dutch graduates with international experience, an extensive 
international network and excellent language skills. 
The Dutch position in the international labor market improves because of the presence of 
renowned international schools.

Dutch talent will opt for a career abroad.
Employers have difficulties assessing foreign graduates and evaluating their CV.

The Netherlands will become an attractive location for foreign companies.
Mutual understanding between cultures will increase, both within and outside of the Netherlands.
Foreign students that graduated here will become ‘ambassadors’ for Dutch higher education.
Internationalisation of education corresponds with the general social trends of internationalisation.
It strengthens the international approach to major societal problems.
Internationalisation increases the opportunities for students from developing countries 
and therefore is in line with our development policy.

Internationalisation has more societal costs than benefits.
Internationalisation results in a loss of Dutch culture.
Foreign graduates that stay in the Netherlands compete for ‘our’ jobs and housing.
Internationalisation harms the environment, for example through travel.
Internationalisation can result in a brain drain from developing countries. 
The diffusion of ‘dangerous’ knowledge and technologies and the admission of unfamiliar 
foreign students might constitute a security risk.

Because international travel has become cheaper and easier.
Because globalisation is an accelerating trend and students go along with it.
Because students acknowledge that problems transcend borders and that is why they want 
to gain international experience.

Because events like 9-11, SARS and Bird Flu have made students cautious in going abroad.
Because students are deterred by strict migration rules in the EU.
Because through internet, students are more exposed to international images and impressions.
Because students are put off by the administrative burden and costs.
Because students with a Western education no longer have job guarantees in their own country.

Because the Netherlands has liberalized its skilled migration policies.
Because the Dutch tight labor market increasingly offers opportunities for foreign graduates.

 
Because the Netherlands increasingly gains a reputation for xenophobia and insecurity.
Because the Netherlands becomes more expensive due to high exchange rates.
Because the Netherlands becomes less attractive due to the relocation of head offices.

Because rapidly developing countries cannot meet their own demand in higher education.

Because the provision of higher education in emerging countries is expanding and improving.
Because students are offered an expanding range of e-learning programs.

Internationalisation offers students a (culturally) enriching experience and an international network.
Internationalisation expands the study and labor market opportunities for students and graduates.

Internationalisation improves the language skills of students.
The competitive culture of foreign students can positively affect Dutch students.

Internationalisation – if widely accessible - can promote equal opportunities for students.

The attention and resources for international students can come at the cost of Dutch students.
Students abroad become culturally disoriented and cannot always cope with this.

Internationalisation can result in increased attention for top-level students at the cost 
of mediocre students.

Internationalisation encourages institutional differentiation in content.
Internationalisation supports the international character of science and research.

Institutions are more attractive for academics if they offer their staff opportunities to go abroad.
Internationalisation facilitates the recruitment of foreign talent.

Internationalisation increases participation of female students in technological programs.
Internationalisation is a source of revenue and offers growth opportunities for the institution.

Internationalisation causes economies of scale, for instance through joint curriculum development. 
Internationalisation leads to quality improvement due to competition between institutions, 

due to foreign staff and due to the critical attitude of foreign students.

Commercialisation will benefit popular programs at the expense of small programs.
It is difficult for institutions to oversee the curriculum if students go abroad.

Because of language barriers and cultural differences, internationalisation leads to lower quality.
Talented students and staff will leave Dutch institutions and go abroad.

The costs of educating foreign students are higher than the benefits.
The regional engagement of institutions weakens due to internationalisation.

Because Dutch higher education is increasingly offered in English.
Because institutions give a high priority to internationalisation and are actively recruiting abroad.

Because foreign students benefit from the financial resources available for studying here.
Because institutions are increasingly involved in twinning arrangements and partnerships.

Because Dutch higher education is of high quality and it offers attractive programs.
Because institutions are frequently involved in international comparisons, through which they 

improve their quality and increase their exposure.

 

Because the services provided to foreign students in the Netherlands are are insufficient.
Because the (graying) staff in Dutch institutions have insufficient international orientation.

Because less foreign academics are coming to the Netherlands.
Because there are no imperatives or financial incentives for institutions to internationalise.

Because Dutch higher education is relatively unknown and is insufficiently promoted.
Because Dutch higher education does not have a ‘campus culture’.

Because Dutch students prefer the more competitive culture abroad over our culture of mediocracy.
Because Dutch students can now better assess the value of their foreign degrees.

Because the labor market is globalising and therefore an international CV is highly valued.
Because intercultural competencies become more important due to globalisation.

Because of skill shortages, Dutch students do not longer need an extensive CV.
Because Dutch students can (financially) not afford any additional study delays.

Because it is hard to transfer credits and integrate foreign courses in the home curriculum.
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The central question of this Information Map is divided into two 
parts. The upper part answers the question ‘What do we think 
about internationalisation of higher education?” by listing the 

pros and cons of internationalisation. The lower part addresses
the question “How is the internationalisation of higher education 

progressing?” by listing the factors that influence the level of 
internationalisation. These two questions combined

provide an answer to the actual central question:


