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Pieter van der Zaag is Professor of Water Resources Management at the UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water 
Education, with an affiliate professorship at Delft University of Technology. He specialises in water resources 
management, with special interests in water allocation in catchment areas, management of transboundary 
river basins, institutional and legal aspects of water resources management and capacity building and 
curriculum development for water resources management. He studied irrigation engineering at Wageningen 
University. From 1987 to 1990 he conducted research in Mexico. From 1993 to 1996 he coordinated a 
collaborative research programme of the University of Zimbabwe and Wageningen. In 1997 he joined 
UNESCO-IHE in Delft and was seconded to the Department of Civil Engineering, University of Zimbabwe. From 
1999 to 2002 he was the first manager of WaterNet. He has been involved in several multidisciplinary research 
projects in Ghana, Mexico, Mozambique, Tanzania, South Africa and Zimbabwe. He sits on the Editorial Board 
of Hydrology and Earth System Sciences. 
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