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Jos van Beurden, MA Law, studied philosophy of law and peace research in Utrecht, Groningen and 
Amsterdam. From 1973 until 1975 he co-studied in Bangladesh relations between poor and rich farmers, and 
women and men. After that he extended his focus to countries in the Horn of Africa and broadened his scope 
from the social, economic and political to the cultural field. The preservation of cultural heritage of the South 
got his special attention. Since 1986 he has been an independent journalist-researcher focussing on North-
South Issues. Van Beurden is co-author of Jhagrapur: Poor Peasants and Women in a Village in Bangladesh 
(1977 ff). He has written country profiles of Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sudan and Bangladesh. And he published 
extensively about the illicit trade in art and antiquities. Van Beurden was editor in charge of the MMRP 
Newsletter and in several other ways involved in activities related to the Netherlands development related 
research policy.  
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