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Policy and Operations Evaluation Department 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs – The Netherlands 
 

E-mail address 
 

fpm-vander.kraaij@minbuza.nl (work) 
fpm@liberiapastandpresent.org (home) 
 

Website (if applicable) 
 

http://www.liberiapastandpresent.org 
 

 

Fred van der Kraaij (1946) obtained a Ph.D. in economics from the University of Tilburg (with honours, 1983). His 
dissertation on the role of foreign investments in the development of Liberia 1900-1977 was published as “The Open 
Door Policy of Liberia – An Economic History of Modern Liberia” (Bremen, 1983). He wrote extensively on West Africa 
where he lived for over 16 years (Liberia, Burkina Faso, Mali, Senegal; 1975-91). 

Since 1991 he has been working with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Netherlands, except for a two-year period 
during which he was employed by the World Bank, working for the Global Coalition for Africa (USA, 1999-2001). At 
present he works at the Policy and Operations Evaluation Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.   

His evaluation work includes amongst others the evaluation of the co financing between the Netherlands and the 
World Bank 1975-96; the evaluation of the Netherlands Research Policy 1992-2005; and the evaluation of the 
Netherlands Africa Policy, 1998–2006. His research areas are: the Dutch expansion overseas (Africa), Black people in 
the Netherlands in the 16th century, and the Political and economic history of Liberia.  

o Commission (1985-87); Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs (1987-99; 2001-
present);  

 

1. Working visits and experience (1970-present):  
o Professional experience: study and research (Senegal, Mali, Burkina Faso, 

Niger); university teaching and research (Liberia); planning and evaluation of 
rural development projects (Burkina Faso); technical assistance (Mali); advisor 
Royal Netherlands Embassy (Cape Verde, The Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Mali, 
Mauretania, Senegal); consultant (Ethiopia); evaluator (Ghana, Uganda); 
international conferences and policy dialogue (Mali, Namibia, Nigeria);  

o Working relations with World Bank (1980-84; 1995-99; 1999-2001); European 
Commission (1985-87); Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs (1987-99; 2001-
present);  

2. Working visits and experience (1970-present):  
o Professional experience: study and research (Senegal, Mali, Burkina Faso, 

Niger); university teaching and research (Liberia); planning and evaluation of 
rural development projects (Burkina Faso); technical assistance (Mali); advisor 
Royal Netherlands Embassy (Cape Verde, The Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Mali, 
Mauretania, Senegal); consultant (Ethiopia); evaluator (Ghana, Uganda); 
international conferences and policy dialogue (Mali, Namibia, Nigeria);  

o Working relations with World Bank (1980-84; 1995-99; 1999-2001); European 
Commission (1985-87); Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs (1987-99; 2001-
present);  
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